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The purposes 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. 


(Continued from page 34.) 


We have seen that the purpose of God, 
according to election, as announced to the 
prophets, by the Holy Ghost, is merciful; and 
that the mercy of God is not limited, but that 
‘“« He is good to all; and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.’’ The word elect, next 
occurs in the 24thchap. Matthew, 22d verse, 
“ And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake, those days shall be shortened.”’ 
lt is very important to understand the nature 
of the salvation spoken of in this 22d verse. 
Is it the salvation of the soul, or the body? 
And what days did Christ refer to, when he 
said those days? We find an answer to our 
last question, in the 21st, 29th, 30th, and 34th 
verses. ‘For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor never shall be. 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days, 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken; and then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shail 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he 
shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. Verily, I say unto you, this generation 
ahall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”’ 
Che earth spoken of in the 30th verse, is 
figurative of the whole world of mankind; it 
is the old earth, which is spoken of by the 
prophet. And the Jews are the tribes of that 
earth, the word tribes, signifying parts, which 
have affinity to the whole, as the tribe of 
Benjamin, for a part of Benjamin; and the Jews 
are a part of mankind,the remainder being Gen- 
tiles. The Jews are considered in Scripture as 
the eldest son, and the Gentiles as the youngest. 
Paul to the Romans, 9th chap. 12th verse, 
says, ‘* The elder shall serve the younger;”’ 
that is, the Jews shall serve the Gentiles. Esau 
isa figure of the Jews, and Jacob of the Gen- 
tiles. In the parable in the 16th chap. of Luke. 
Lazarus is a figure of the Gentiles, and the 
rich man of the Jews; and the 28th verse of 
the 11th chap. of Romans, assigns the reason 
why Esau, or the Jews was hated, ‘ As con- 
cerning the Gospel, they,” the Jews or Esau, 
‘are enemies, for yours,” or Jacob’s, or the 
Gentiles, ‘* sakes; but as touching the election, 
they” the Jews, or Esau, * are beloved for 
the fathers sake’s.’’ The Jews, or Israelites, 
therefore, are intended by the * tribes of the 
earth.” The heaven spoken of in the 29th 
verse, is figurative of the Jewish church, 
religion, or worship. And the declaration, that 
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken, means, 
that the priesthood should be shaken, which 
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of God, are revealed in the Scrip-;was the powers of the rulers of the Jewish) away.” 


‘church. We consider the Sun to be a figure of, 
the Roman power, in the person of the Roman 


from the Sun, and reflects the light of the, 


Judea, received his power and av ‘hority 


under the figure of the moon. We likewise 
Priesthood. Christ told the Jews, a ** Wicked 
and an adulterous generation shall ask a sign; 
but there shall be no sign given, but the sign 
of Jonas the prophet,” &c. Christ's allusion 
in this place to his crucifixion, burial, and| 
resurrection, and the consequent unbelief of 
the Jews in his testimony, are explanatory of) 
the 30th verse of this chap. Christ told the 
Jews “* there should be no sign given, except,” 
&c. It is the same generation to whom these 
words are addressed, who are described as 
seeing the sign of the Son of man in heaven, 
although there is no sign given, &c, The 
destruction of the temple, and city of Jerusa- 
lem, were events, which proved the truth of 
all Christ’s previous declarations, and with 
irresistible evidence, forced conviction upon 
the minds of the faithless Jews, who could not 
help recollecting the admonitions, warnings, 
and prophetic testimonies of Christ, whom 
they had crucified as an impostor, guilty of 
impiety and blasphemy. ‘This was the sign of 
the Son of man, and was proof of the truth of 
the declarations of Jesus. The angels spoken 
of, who are sent with the sound ofa trumpet,are 
the apostles, who gathered the believers in 
Christ, who are designated as the elect, into 
Jerusalem from the surrounding country, and 
by that means they possessed the advantage of 
knowing, agreeably to the description of Christ 
relative to the signs which should immediately 
precede the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
ravaging of all Judea by the Roman armies, 
the proper time, “to flee to the mountains.” 
It is evident, that the days spoken of, were the 
days, during which the Roman army invested 
and destroyed Jerusalem,—and it is well known 
to all those conversant with history, that the 
sufferings of the Jews during this time, was 
greater than had ever before occurred at the 
siege, or capture of any city, and that modern 
times has furnished no parallel; and from the 
variety of concurring and extraordinary cir- 
cumstances which attended the destruction of 
Jerusalem, there is no probability of any cities 
ever sharing the same fate in future. It is, 
therefore, evident, that the salvation alluded 
to by Christ, when he said, ‘* Except those days 
should be shortened, no flesh should be saved;”’ 
is the salvation of the body from the horrors 
of war, starvation, and death. If any person 
should refuse his assent to this view of the 
subject, we would request him to reconcile the 
positive declaration of Christ, ‘‘ Verily I say 
unto you, This generation shall not pass until 
all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth 


Imperator; the moon, derives its heat and light! 


Sun to other places; in like manner, the Ro-, 
man Tetrarch, or governor, who rul:.! over, examine carefully this 24th chap. of Matthew, 


consider the stars to be figurative of the Jewish | 


Kighteen hundred years have passed 
away, since the generation to whom these pro- 
| phetic declarations were made; passed through 
time into eternity, and emphatically passed 
away. 


It may not be improper, to ask the reader to 


‘and contrast it with the 25th. The translation 


from the Roman Imperator; and is descvibed|of the 3d verse, of the 24th chap. is not the 


‘best. In the original, we read, that his disci- 
ples asked him, Christ, ‘*‘ What shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
| acewos,”” (age.) NOL xosmos, (world.) What could 
| induce the translators to render this word 
world, except that, because ages passed away 
during the continuance of the world, and the 
end of the world would of consequence be 
the end of the ages. But, on this principle, 
minutes might be construed to mean world; 
and we had almost said, the world, to mean 
every thing, or nothing at all. One thing, 
however, is evident, that the orthodox will have 
it, that the day of judgment commences at the 
‘*end of the world; and the torments of their 
non-elect, and finally impenitent sinners com- 
mences likewise, never to cease. We have 
no objection to take them on their own ground; 
indeed, we invite them to come forward, and 
we will give them all the benetit which can 
result to this mistranslation, provided they 
will make the rule general, and take the disad- 
vantages along with it. It can be proved 
as clear, as that two and two make four, 
that if this rule of translation is right, the 
judgment is already gone by, and the world 
ended; it is impossible to avoid this conse- 
quence;—so much for error. See the decla- 
rations of Christ, recorded in John, 12th chap. 
3ist and 32d verses, ‘* Now isthe judgment of 
this world; now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out; and I, if ! be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me.” 47th 
verse, ‘* And if any man hear my words, and 
believe not, I judge him not; for | came, not to 
judge the world, but to save the world.” The 
30th verse, of the 24th chap. of Matthew, 
reads, “ And they shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.’ 25th chap. 31st verse, ‘* When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
his holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory; and before him shall 
be gathered all nations,’ &c. Christ declares, 
in the 24th chap. * That he would come in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory,” before the then generation to whom he 
addressed himself should pass away. In the 
25th chap. we have seen, that Christ again 
declared, that when he did come in his glory, 
all nations should be gathered before him, &c. 
Quere. Were not all nations gathered before 
him when he was crucified? Did he not say, 
* And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all unto 
me?” And did he not preface it, by saying, 
‘* Now is the judgment of this world; now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out ?” 
Reader, what do these things mean? 








shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 


(To be Continued.) 
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offering for sin, and that the pleasure of the 
|Lord shall prosper in his hand.* He shall 
jsit asa refiner and purifier of silver: and he 
|shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
rold and silver.t This he hath done, for we are 


MITCHELL’S SERMON, Xc. 
( Concluded.) 


The brightest display which he has made 
of his love to man, is in the text before us, 
God is the Saviour of all men. Is God the} assured, be hath, by himself, purged our sins,} 
Saviour? then ts the Saviour, God. The | and, the worshipper once purged, hath no more 
common objection, made to the divinity of! con-cience of sins.§ 

Christ, arises from a supposed degradation of | But for whom did the Saviour die? The 
Deity in appearing in the form of a man; but | text before us tells us, that God is the Saviour 
surely we will not deny to God the power of/ot all men. ‘This is not a solitary testimony 
presenting himself to the world ; and if he/it is the tenor of the whole Bible, and if it 
once lays aside the splendour of his heavenly|should be objected that all is only a general 
glory, what robe more tit to appear belore |term, not necessarily implying every one, then 
men, than in the form of man? Would it have|we reply, that we see Jesus, who was made a 
been suitable to have assumed a lower grade of little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
existence ! Neither would an higher, for when|death, crowned with glory and honour, that 
Christ was transfigured, in the presence of jhe, by the grace of God, should taste death 
Peter, and James, and Jobn, the effect was ifor every man. |! Are we asked the reason 
confusion and fear in their minds As a girdle|why ? We answer; the grace, love, or favour 
cleaveth to the loins of aman, so have | caus-}of God, is the moving principle, and the 
ed to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel|character which Christ has assumed, as the 
and the whole house of Judah, saith the Lord.* | head of every man.** This is not merely a 
Thus we see God clothing himself with the hu- | pre-eminence of power, having authority over 
manity as witha garment, and, in the personof|rmen; butis taken from the anatomical figure of 
the Redeemer, appearing as very God and very |the human frame; for we are members of his 





man; therefore, in this epistle be ts called both | body, of his flesh, and of his bones,tf and if! 


God the Saviour, and the man Christ Jesus. — |so, then we were with him in his incarnation, 

When God is called the Saviour of men, the!in his obedience, in his death, and resurrection. 
term necessarily implies a state of thraldom,! We are complete in him, in whom we are cir- 
or suffe:ing, from which we are saved. . 10} cumeised, crucified with him, buried with bim, 
talk of saving those, who are not in daoger,| risen with him, quickened together with him, 


would be an incongruity in terms; the Saviour)God having forgiven us all trespasses.{{ If it 


corroborates this truth, saying, | am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.t 
‘That man bears the character of a sinner, 
we have already seen, and that, by sin, the 
world is involved in condemnation. We now 
turn with pleasure to the salvation which God 
spleased to give us in Christ Jesus; and would 
first observe, that his name ts significant of his 
character. The name Jesus signifies Saviour, 
and the reason why it was given to him, was, 
pecause he shall save his people from their 
sins.[ The term Christ signifies anointed. It 
was customary to anoint the priests and kings, 
as a public acknowledgment of the persons 


designed to fill these offices; the prophets} 
Thus) 
we find Isaiah saying, The Lord hath anointed | 
The Saviour, 
bears thisthreefold character; as aprophet, he, 


were anointed with the Spirit of God, 
me to preach good tidings.§ 
by his Spirit, instructs us in the way of salva- 


tion, and points us to himself, the high priest of 
our profession, making atonement for the sin 





is said, that he hath trodden the wine press 
done, and that of the people there was none 
with him:$$ we answer, that this relates to his 
individual personal suffering on the cross, and 
to the desertion of his most familiar friends, 
the apostles, who, although they had, each for 
himself, said, If | should die with thee, | will 
not deny thee in any wise,|j|] yet, they all for- 
sook him and fled, and he who had been first 
in the promise began to curse and to swear, 
saying, [know not this man. ‘The Saviour. 
speaking of his death, says, I, if I be litted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me;* 
and on the cross we behold, the blood of the 
people sprinkled upon his garments, and stain 
ing all bis raiment.f Hence the propriety otf 
the declaration, | am crucatied with Christ.] 
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah? This that ts glorious 
in his apparel. travelling in the greatness of 
his strength? I that speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save § 

In this mighty Saviour, we find the fultilment 





of the whole world. He is a king, for he is of the Law, and of the Testimony; the pre- 
Lord of lords, and King of kings || Speaking cepts of the Law he obeyed, and is become! 
to the unbelieving Jews, he says, Search the our righteousness; its penalty, ‘The soul that, 
Scriptures, forin them ye think ye have eter-/|sinneth, it shall die, he endured; for his soul 
ual life, and they are they which testify of was made an offering for sin, and he is become 
me.** To him gave all the prophets witness:t{ our Kedeemer; the fulness of the testimony is 
and we are told, the testimony of Jesus is the in him; for, God hath given to us eternal life: 
Spirit of prophecy.{{ ‘Time would fail to, and this life is in his Son} This is the bliss 
enumerate what the prophets say concerning God promised to the world in the seed of 
him; let it at present suffice to observe, that, Abraham. To Abraham and his seed were the 
he is spoken of as despised, and rejected of! promises made. He saith not, And toseeds, as of 
men, aman of sorrows, and acquainted with many; but as of one. And to thy seed, which is 
grief; as having borne our eriefs, carried our Christ.** The reception of this holy trath is 


sorrows, wounded for our transgressions, bruis- the belief 


of the gospel; the rejection of it is 


ed for our iniquities; the chastisement, which infidelity. 


effects our peace, being upon him, and with 
nis stripes we are healed; his soul made an 


ee 








*Jer. xiii. 3). + Mat ix 13. 


t Mat i. 21 
** John v. 39, 
tt Rev. six. lo. 


. $isaiab sli.}. Rev. xvii 14 
+4 Acts. x. 43. 


But we are told that God is specially the 

* Isaiah lili. + Mal. iii.3. ~ Heb.i. 3. § Heb x. 2. 

Heb. ii. 9. ** 1 Cor si.3. tt Eph. v.30. tt Col ii 

Is. Isiii. 3. |i!) Mark xiv. 31. * John xii. 32 

Is. lniii. 3. ¢ Gal. ii, 20. § Is. Iai. J 
i} 1 Joba. v. 11. ** Gal iii. 16 








Saviour of those that believe; and therefore 
some would infer that he is not the Saviour o; 
all, or if he is indeed the Saviour of al) 

they cam see no necessity why he should 
be specially the Saviour of any, all being al 

readysaved. This is the language of unbe 

lief; the believer knows that his faith in God 

as the Saviour of all, is followed by the speciai 
salvation, as a necessary consequence; but in 
what does this consist? It consists, principally 

in salvation froma state of doubt and fear; and 

in proportion to the importance of the subject, 
is the greatness of this salvation. How can |, 
believing God to be the Saviour of all, doubi 
of my being saved? Before I thus knew God, 
as my Saviour, | feared death, feared hell, and 
feared the devil, as the executioner of Goud’: 
Almighty wrath. I feared God with the terror 
of a slave; but now, seeing God in the charac 

ter of Saviour, and Father, has a tendency to 
generate the filial affection of a child. We 
love him, because he first loved us ;* and 
although our adversary, the devil. as a roaring 
lion, walketh about seeking whom he may de- 
vour,t yet Christ took our flesh and blood, that 
he might destroy him, and he is able to succour 
them that are tempted.{ Do we fear death, or 
the grave’? No,rather do we triumph over them, 
ind say, O death where is thy sting! O grave 
where is thy victory! Thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.§ 

To conclude, my beloved brethren, let us 
carefully remember, that nothing in reason, o7 
in Scripture, gives us any ground to suppose, 
that the rejection of error makes us believers 
of the truth. During the Mosaic dispensation 
the Geutile, who rejected the worship of idols, 
did not necessarily become a worshipper of 
the true God, neither docs onr rejection of 
the errors of partial, or of conditional salva 
tion, though we hazard life itself in our oppo- 
sition, make us Christians. We are made 
Christians, only by believing in God the Sa- 
viour; this is the knowledge of the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free. |} 

The epistle, from which our text is taken, 
is written by an old apostle to a young preach- 
er, and, as relates to doctrine, is its most 
comprehensive and distinguished feature. 1 
may serve as a criterion, whereby to try the 
doctrines of those who say that they are sent 
of Ged; indeed it appears as if this use was 
intended to be made of it; for it is immediately 
added, these things command and teach. 








CONTROVERSIAL, 


COMMUNICATION. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sia,—In your 1ith number of the Gospe! 
Herald, you have quoted from the 1st Epistle 
of John, 5th chap. '0th verse, “ Fie that be 
lieveth not, God hath made him a liar.” 1} 
conceive, Sir, that your quotation is erroneous, 
and request, that you will inform me, by what 
authority you have altered the punctuation in 
that verse, which completely changes its mean 
ing, and which is, inmy humble opinion, an un 
warrantable distortion.—Please to examine 
your Greek Testament, and see if, according 
to the original, the comma can be taken from 
its former place, and put before the word 
wane Jobn iv. wy.  ¢ Peter v x. 2 Heb. ii M4. 18 

6 1 Cor. xv. 55, 57. Joba viii. 32 
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I am a subscriber to, and con-|lieve it, or believe not, are liars, and proved far the greatest portion of this habitable globe.” 


stant reader of the Herald; and should be/so, by the witness of God; which is greater If the curse proceeded from, and was laid on 


sorry to suspect a want of candour in you. I 
have therefore invited your attention to the 
subject. 
Veritatis Amicus. 
ANSWER. 

“ Let God be true, but every mana liar.” 
We have examined the Greek Testament, and 
readily acknowledge, that it is @cw, in the da- 
tive case, and not @cos in the nominative. If we 
had no other knowledge, or revelation of God, 
than is containedin this 10th verse, we should 
not have one word to reply to our correspon- 
dent’s accusation; this however is far from being 
the case. We shall, first, state our motive,— 
and then, our authority, for what we have done. 
Our motive was simply this; it is evident 
there is a lie somewhere, and belonging to 
some body, and we felt disposed to put it in the 
right place; whether we have done this, or 
not, the Scriptures will best explain, &c. There 
is an essential difference between making a 
man a@ liar, and making him lie. Common use 
has defined the term, to signify, that a man is 
proved to be altar; because the evidence against 
him is greater, than the evidence in his favour 
The witness of three men will convict 2 man 
of perjury, and it is said they made the man 
a liar. But if four witnesses of equal veract- 
ty testified in favour of the integrity of the 
man, he could not be made, or proved to be a 
liar. Again, it is common to say, if aman dis- 
putes your word or deuies what you declare, 
What! do you make me a liar ? Or, you might 
as well tell me I lie? &c. It is acknowiedged, 
nay more, we declare, that every man who 
denies the testimony or witness of God, does in 


than the witness of men. It is possible that 
our correspondent might imagine, that our 
motive was, to extenuate, or lessen the crimi- 


‘by God.—can it be the Spirit of God, which is 
striving as the spirit of the age, to take it off ? 
We think not!—for the Scriptures inform us, 
** That whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for- 


nality of the unbeliever; this is far from being 
the case. Neither have we a disposition to 
twist the Scriptures, and torture them to an 
improper, and unjustifiable construction, or 
meaning; we would rather take out the twists, 
which modern bigots and unbelievers have 
made, and leave them free from the touch and 
pollations of Orthodoxical and Antichristian: 
Zealots. Toconclude,—we thank Veniratis 
Amicus, for his reproof; and contidently ex- 
pect, that a more careful examination of the 
whole matter, will convince him, that we have 
not ‘completely changed its meaning,” nor pro- 
duced, ** an unwarrantable distortion.”’ 


ever!" Again, * A house divided against itself 
cannot stend.”’ We presume we should not be 
hegeing the question, uw we were to take it for 
granted, that the Rev. Author admits, and fre 
quently declares, that God cursed man at the 
fall, this being a prime article of the Calvinists, 
and we believe they contend, that the same curse 
remains, and itis fairly presumable that this is 
what is meant by ** the fatal curse,”” which the 
New-York Missionary Society ts about to free 
the Seneca and Tuscarora Indians from; for 
it is to them, that we couotine their salvation 
agreeably to our Rey. Author's declaration, 
* That every dollar, and every cent would go 
made, is strictly speaking synonymous with fabricate, is far to save some poor soul from death;"’—and 
not the term too loose and general, toadmit of the defi- their annual expenditure being about three 
nite, and extensive meaning, Which is attached to the thousand dollars, and it taking something over 
word made, in our translation ? | ye ie é 
cashless la dollar to save asoul, they cannot at present 
REVIEW of a Sermon, in vindication of the Save, — all the Indians. 
Religious Spirit of the Age. _ . Ihe Rey. Author, in allusion to the doubts 


Preached, April it sie tn: al ‘ 

° a ‘ H cpre » 5 > ty Ps ) “cess 

9th, 1820, in the Middle Dutch Church, New- \°*PTESS€@ DY Some, relative to the success © 
missionary efforts, says, ‘* Let us admit the 


York, on the Anniversary of the New-York Biag- 7 
Missionary Society. By ALexaxpen MC. et- assumed fact in all its extent. I he Christian 
Lanp, 4. M Pastor of the Presbyterian |WOrld ts cherishing unfounded expectations, 
Church in Rutger-Street, New-Youk. 8vo.|2™™US!™8 itself with gazing on a bubble in the 
pp. 35. Printed by D. Fansnaw. 1820. jownboan. Phe schemes for the amelioration of 
ithe great human family are impracticable. 


We purpose to take a general view of, and Admititall. Still, we beg leave to promise an 
particularly to examine the leading features of argument in behalf of this moral intoxication, 
doctrine, the principles and reasoning of the ;|which shall constrain the col./est doubter to 
Rev. Author, which he has set afloat in the |except it from that contempt with which his 


Note. Quere. If the word oo, which is translated 











|world, in the guise of a Sermon. 


Although | philosophic spirit usuaily regards enthusias ic 


fact, give him the lie direct ! But we will never |charity might prompt, still, we should not feel |excitements. 


acknowledge, that any man, or all men, can|justified,in excusing, and palliating the strangely | 
make God a liar, in any qualitied sense of the! 
We have instanced a case ofjing them with the appellation of Hyperboles. | the principles and motives from which it has 


term whatever. 
a man’s being made a /iar, and it is, becanse the 
evidence against him is greater than the evi- 
dence in his favour, which makes him so; but 
we are told by John, in the 9th verse, that the 
witness of God ts greater than the witness of 
men; consequently, it is IMPOSSIBLE for a man, 
or all men,** ad infinitum,” to make, or prove God 
tobe a/iar. Johnin the same epistle, asks the 
question, ‘* Who is a liar, but he that denieth 


that Jesus is the Christ?” ‘The Scriptures in-| 


struct us, that ** A faithful witness will not lie; 
but a false witness shall utter hies.”? And that 
**God is not man thathe should lie.” 
Paul, speaking of his hope, says, it is ** Of eter- 
nal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised 
before the world began.”’ ‘Therefore, on the 
authority of John himself, who says, * if we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of God 
is GREATER,’ we declare, that all those who 
deny this great Witness,or testimony, are liars, 
because they deny the truth which is testified 
of by God, who cannot lie;—and we repeat 
the declaration of the apostle, ** Let God be 
true, but every man a liar.” And of John, 
** Who is a hiar, but he that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ? What is a lie, but denying the 
truth ? And how is it possible for a man to lie, 
when he confesses the trath ? God has contirm- 
ed his testimony by an oath: And Paul adds, 
tt was impossible for God to lie. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has declared, ‘ He that is not for 
me, is against me.” ‘ There is, therefore, no 
such thing as a neutral, unmeaning negative. 
God has declared the @u@; and all who disbe- 


Aud. | 


I begin with asking him, if he has ever re- 
exaggerated dogmas and declarations,by smooth | flected on the redee ming quality to be found in 
We have no objection to a man’s making use |originated. | believe the fiercest advocates 
of a little exaggeration in his expressions, when| for moderation will readily allow, that there 
he is praising, or speaking, or wishing well to|are certain cases of overheated imagination, 
his enemy; but, when he is pouring the deli-| whic hit us impossible to contemplate without 
cious juice of flattery into a reservoir, whose | sentiments of esteem,lecidedly preponderating 
conduit runs to his own bosom, we think it over those of dishke. When we for 
would look modest, if he were to make use of instance, a man fraught with sensibility, mistak- 
ignall measure. ‘Thatthe Rev. Author, and)ine the aspirations of his warm heart for the 
the Society, whose motives he says, * are|conclusions of sober judgment, and, carried 
thove all praise,” mean well, we have no] away by their influence, throwing himself up- 
disposition to controvert; we believe in full/on an impracticable enterprise: we may bestow 
with them, that the amelioration of the con lition! thought on 
of the human family is an end, or object, worthy lbut how soon is it lost in the splendour ot his 
their highest ambition; and if the human fami-| virtue! We respect the very dreams of such 
ly were in the deplorable state in which they|a man, when, giving way to the seducements of 
represent them to be,—and did their erertions| fancy, he paints some Atlantis or Utopia, some 
io ** emancipate” them. bear any kind of pro- land of jn it, where love and joy perpe- 
portion to their supposed danger, or their ow niinal reign; torgetting that it is but the baseless 


see, 


lone his too obvious indiscretion; 


re delt 


i 
pretended solicitude and anxiety, we would ac- | fibric of a vision, too splendid to be realized in 
knowledge, that they, at least. were deserving|this vale of victssituve and wo,’ And the 
of a great deal of praise;—bot, this, if we) Kev Aathor adds, ** Phe otject is to raise to 
judge from their own documents, and we shall the Deity a tribute of glory from this fair 


take the liberty to do this, is very for frou creation,-—to extend the knowledge of his Son, 
being the case. We shall analyze this wonder-|through whom alone he has been pleased to 
ful SPIRIT of the AGE !—and if, after under-| manifest his glory,—to emancipate the family of 
going the strictest scrutiny, this SPIK!T shalllvan from the thraldom of ignorance and sin; 
appear to be above ALL PRAISE, We shall be jand frou the pressure of that fatal curse, which, 
compelled to acknowledge, that IT must be, at!for stx thousand years, bas re sted on by far the 
least, a Demi-con, if not a Deity! There is|greatest part of this habitable globe.” 

one tdea, which we wish the reader to take Ifthe Rev. Author, “ respects the very 
along with him; this wonderful SPLIT of the! dreams of a who, giving way to the se- 
age, is determined to ** emancipate the family! ducemen’s of fancy, land of 
of man, from the pressure of that fatal curse. pure delights, where love and joy perpetual 


rian, 


wundgines some 





which, for six thousand years, has rested op by | retgn;”—what will he suy to the man, who, 





32 


unseduced by fancy, and ireé trom the Utopian! 
hewilderings of « ditempered imagination, | 
shall fix upon certamty for the foundation of| 


his history, and point to the indelible impress 
and signature of Jehovah, in evidence of the 
real existence of a ‘ state of pure delight, 
where love and joy perpetual reign ?’—an 
reigns unceasing, without end, to bless the whole 
race and family of man.—Will he respect the 
reality of such a man? If so, we refer him to 
Christ, of whom, it is said, ‘* The whole family 
in heaven and earth is named,—and in whom 
all the nations, families, and kindreds of the 
earth SHALL BE BLESSED! All nations 
whom God hath made, shall come and worship 
before him, and shall glorify his name;—and all 
the ends of the world shall remember, and turn 
unto God, and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him: For the earth is the 
Lord’s, and he is the Governor among the na- 
tions.”’” And our Rev. Author, having ac- 
knowledged in his tenth page, that ‘*God has 
made of one blood all the nations of the earth; 
and that all are capable of being restored to the 
felicity and prerogatives of their exalted na 
ture;"—we ask,—nay more,—WE DEMAND 
OF HIM, IF tT SHALL NOT BE DONE! 
And we respectfully caution him, in his own 
language, see 4th page, not to let his ‘* conelu- 
sion,” be ** such as might be expected from 
little and shrivelled minds, pent up in the dun- 
geon of their own contracted notions. —Totally 
disqualified to enter into the merits of the case, 
and finding nothing in their preconceived maxims 
that harmonized with the auyust scene that 
opened on them, they view it with the most pro- 
found incredulity,’’ &c. 

The Rev. Author says, ‘* The object is to 
raise to the Deity a tribute of glory, &c.—to 
emancipate the family of man from the thral- 
dom of ignorance and sin; and from the pres- 
sure of that futal curse, which, for six thousand 
years, has rested on by far the greatest part of 
this habitable globe.”” We are astonished at 
the ignorance and impiety of this declaration. 
God bas cursed man,—fatally cursed him,—the 
whole family for six thousand years,—and WE 
are determined to emancipate him,—WE will 
SAVE the family of man from the thraldom 
of ignorance and sin! Here!—says this .Vis- 
sionary Hercules !—Here,—** we tind ourselves 
in an impregnable fortress!” And as an in- 
stance of Christian humility, we are told,— 
The motives which have induced its prosecu- 
tion, ** are ABOVE ALL PRAISE.” We must, 
therefore, be excused, if we do not attempt to 
praise them. But we believe, the * fortress,” 
whether pregnable, or impregnable, in the 
opinion of its builder, will very soon be de- 
molished! The apostle to the Galatians. 3d 
chap. 13th verse, declares, ** Christ HATH 
REDEEMED US from the CURSE of the 
law, being made a curse for us,” &c. This 
single declaration of the apostle of Christ, is 
more than sufficient to demolish ten thousand 
of these ‘impregnable fortresses.” Again,— 
“« Who can forgive sins, but Godonly ?” The 
apostle declares, in the past tense, ** Christ 
hath redeemed us, &c. He shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins,—! am God, and besides me 
there is no Saviour,—look unto me!”’ “ Hear, 
O heavens! and be astonished, O earth!” 
There is in the City of New-York,—an as- 
sociation of impotent sinners!—whose ‘ mo- 
fives are apove acu praise!’ Who are going 
to EMANCIPATE,—REDEEM,—and SAVE, 
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which are synonymous terms, ‘* The FAMILY 
OF MAN FROM the THRALDOM of igno- 
rance and SIN!” Fellow sinners!—a word 
with you before you go any further with your 
satvation!—Can you save yourselves? It 
would be wise in you to make the effort,—re- 
member that ‘experience is the best school- 
master,’’—that ** practice makes perfect!” It 
is our opinion, that you have undertaken a job 
which erceeds your abilities to perform,—and 
if you already are above all praise !-—you would 
even be more praise-worthy still, were you to 
acknowledge your ignorance, presumption, and 





weaknes3, and inform the poor Indians, that 
Christ hath aLtreapy emancipated them,— 
redeemed, and saved them,—and that they are 
‘*ereated anew in him,’’—and are heirs with 
him,—and have eternal life in their risen Lord, 
who is the ‘Saviour of all men.”’ There is 
an astonishing difference between ‘ Jesus 
Christ saving his people from their sins,”’—and 
the New-York Missionary Society's saving 
them from their sins! 

Reader,—Put not your trust in man,—* But 
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of 
all men,specially of them that believe. —T hese 
things command and teach.” 

(To be continued.) 
—> 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin,—Experience has taught me that a work 
like your’s may be of great utility; however, 
the little variety you communicate rather sur- 
prises me, especially in a city like this, situated 
in a land of liberty. Your candid invitations 
to all, encourage me to offer you some slight 
observations, which, perhaps, are better calcu- 
lated for periodical publications, than long ad- 
journed{dissertations. If every lover of the gos- 
pel would contribute his mite of information, it 
would prove very amusing to the giddy, and 
instructing to the ignorant. And as public 
speakers, as well as other persons, are prone 
to overlook their own faults, if they are no- 
ticed in love, and not in malice, reform may be 
the consequence. With this view, | would 
remark, that public worship is an act of mo- 
mentous consequence; and calls for the most 
serious attention of Christiaus of all denomi- 
nations. Singing the praises of God, was an 
important and leading part of this worship. 
under the old economy; it is ordered under 


the new; and most resembles the worship of 


the blest in heaven. And whatever is the 
common practice of this country, this is that, 
which often refreshes the lively Christian, 
more than either prayers, or sermons. In 
other parts of the world, the psalms, or hymns, 
are commonly read line by line, and the con- 
gregation at large join in this heavenly exer- 
cise, instead of leaving it to a few, who, as has 
justly been observed, are very often of an 
indifferent character. leading the Scriptures, 
appears to be the next most salutary part of 
Christian worship; and whether professors 
acknowledge this, or not, they ought to know, 
that if they have not a ‘* Thus saith the Lord,” 
for all they do, they worship, they know not 
what. This comprised the chief of the pub- 
lic service of the Jews; and Christians that 
neglect reading both the Old and New Testa- 
ments, disown the divine authority, and omit 
one of their most instructive privileges. Pray- 
eris, indeed, a necessary part of public wor- 





ship; but not in that preaching way, common to 


all denominations. tLnstead of ministers aj 
proaching the Most High in an humble manner 
through the Mediator, do they not more fre. 
quently address him in language that speak 
their own creeds” And like their sermons, are 
expressions of their own sentiments, rather 
than humble expressions of sincere desire to 
know Jesus Christ alone, and him crucified ’ 

That these brief remarks, through the medium 

of your Gospel Herald, may prove useful, is 

the most hearty wish of, ‘ 
Sir, Yours, &c. J. C. 

Note. We remark, that our correspondent’: 
observations relative to that part of public 
worship which he denominates stnging, being 
left to indifferent churacters, is no argument 
why it should be taken from them.—On the 
whole, we should urge its continuance, if this 
is the case, as the most likely method to do away 
their indifference. 

—>——_ 

“4 good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit.” 

We consider the above, which are the words 
of Christ, as conclusive. It is an infallible 
criterion, and it was given to men to enable 
them to judge of good and evil. Let this 
perfect rule be applied to those, who boast of 
their personal holiness, and say, ** Stand by, for 
1 am holier than thou;” let them abide this 
scrutiny, let them pass this ordeal, and if they 
stand this test, they are personally holy; and 
if they are found wanting, they are hypocrites, 
for making pretensions to that which does not 
belong tothem. If a man ‘‘brings forth’ one 
evil word, thought, or deed, he is not a good 
tree; for we have the authority of Christ for 
saying, that a ‘ good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit.” And if these boasting holy men 
are corrupt trees, and we appeal to their own 
consciences for the truth of the declaration, that 
they are, we declare, on the authority of Christ, 
that they cannot bring forth good fruit. Of 
what value is the ‘ personal holiness” of cor- 
rupt trees, mere pretenders to sanctity? Christ, 
speaking by the prophet, says, “1 am the 
green tree, from me is thy fruit found.” But 
these *‘ dry trees’ say, stand by,—we have 
personal holiness,—the fruit is our own,—and 
all who are not in possession of personal holt- 
ness, alias ** filthy rags,”’ and by inference as 
good as we are, shall be DAMNED! Let these 
‘* hypocrites of sad countenance”? remember, 
that Christ has declared them to be “ whited 
sepulchres, which within are full of unclean- 
ness and dead mens’ bones.” And that it would 
be more becoming, were they, like Paul, to 
acknowledge themselves to be the chief of 
sinners, which isthe TRUTH, than to boast of 
their personal holiness, which is a LIE! 

—>—. 
To Correspondents. 

All Communications forwarded to the Editor per mail, to be 
published in this paper, must be ‘* post paid.’ City corres- 
pondents are informed, thata letter-box is placed at the en- 
trance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gold-Street, for 


the reception of their communications. 
i 
NOTICE. 

*,* Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfully requested to call at No. 454, Pearl. Street, where a 
subscription is open, and where they can obtain the Numbers 
from the first 
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